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“Moshe brought the people forth from the camp toward G-d, and they stood under the
mountain.” ( I’ 2109, 779)

In this week's AwMD, in 1 P02 ,0° PIB, it says "1 DPIPRT NRIPY QYT DX AWH RYP)
777 n°Ann2 12xen 7amnn”-"Moshe brought the people forth from the camp toward G-d,
and they stood under the mountain." "n°>nrn212x°n"1", literally means “stood under.” Rashi
interprets it according to its simplest meaning that they stood at the foot of the mountain.

In the Gemara n2w (X Ty 119), the 7109 is interpreted as a threat to the Jews

X7 QW IR OXY 20 77N 222210 ONR AR 0772 AR DO0AD 10 DR oYY '2p0 100w Tatn”
2onM2p"- “If you accept the Torah fine, but if not your burial will be there”. maoin asks a
simple question, why should they be forced to accept the Torah? Didn't P& *12 already
say "vnwn nwyl", and thereby accept the Torah on themselves? nwoIN answers that
Hashem felt that once they would be exposed to the wonders of Har Sinai, they might be
frightened and consequently back down. This "threat" therefore came to reinforce the
Jews to remain strong in their commitment towards the Torah.

The Medrash Tanchumah gives another interpretation. There are two categories
of Torah: 2022w 770 and 779 Svaw 770 -The Written and Oral Torah. Granted, Y% 2" 12
said "vawn qwyi", only regarding 2022w 770. Therefore Hashem's “threat” refers to 77N
79 yaw. With 739 %vaw 7710, one must toil to understand it, to learn the Ramban, Ritvah,
Rosh etc. It isn't easy to say "vnwn nwyi" regarding a commitment like 79 Syaw 77N,
therefore, they had to be forced into accepting it. It was only centuries later in the days of
Mordechai and Esther that the Jews reaccepted the 72a%» 119 Hvaw 77n- as the Gemara
teaches "125 Y22pw 7 Wp -2 122p) P~ They reaccepted what they had already
accepted in the days of Moshe at Har Sinai.

Now that we are approaching Rosh Chodesh Adar Aleph- "fnnwa 0°277 77X 0121w 1”- we
should all be zoche to have an Adar of 7n»w and a true 7278 for 739 Svaw 77n.
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Now Jethro, the priest of Midian,” Moses' father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for
Moses, and for Israel His people, how that the L-rd had brought Israel out of Egypt

A question is asked on this P09, “What did 17n° hear that prompted him to come?”
Rashi answers that he heard about the splitting of the sea and the war against Amalek.
This answer, however, raises another difficulty, “Why would Rashi say that he heard
about the war against Amalek, and not the victory against Amalek?” Was the war itself
enough of a reason for 170" to join Klal Yisrael?

The Gemara (Sotah 11a) relates that Pharaoh had three advisors, Job, 17n° and
Bilam. Pharaoh called his advisors and consulted with them regarding what to do about
the Jews. Bilam suggested that he drown all the newborn boys. Job was silent. 17n° ran
away, not wanting to be present when plans were being made against the Jewish people.
In the end, Bilam was killed, Job endured much sufferings, and 17n° was rewarded to have
Moshe as his son-in-law and his descendants as members of the Sanhedrin.

170 knew that he stood up for the Jews by running away from Pharaoh. He also
felt that the Jews would only let him join PX7w» 12 if they were a people who expressed
207 N7 towards those who helped them. When 170 first found out that the Jews did not
fight against the Egyptians at 710 o* he felt that it was either because they were weak or
because they felt some form of gratitude towards the Egyptians who had “hosted” them
for many years. It was only when he found out that the Jews fought against Amalek that
he realized that 5% °32 chose not to fight against the Egyptians because of 21077 n1571. He
therefore concluded that %7 °12 pay back people they feel gratitude towards and he
consequently joined Klal Yisrael.

awyn of the Week

We are currently learning nmix¥» 19X 75 in X¥°¥n X232 noon at Or Chaim and we
have often quoted the w7 NM¥P 700.

The 2 Mxp 790 was written by Aryeh Lev Hacohen Heller zt”], who lived in
Galicia during the 18" century. Reb Heller was so poor that he had no table to write his
090 on. He had to write on two barrels upon which he placed a board. Furthermore, he
had no firewood and he often had to sit in the bitter cold while he learned. It is told that his
talmidim once found him with his beard frozen to the table! It is no surprise that with such
perseverance he was worthy that his Torah should be studied for many generations.

When he was a young man he took his 190 to the 2py> My to get a Haskamah- an
approbation. One day, he looked outside his window and saw a wedding taking place. He
went outside to join the festivities and realized there was no bride or groom under the
chupah! It was the 2py> My returning his manuscripts with a letter of approbation! The
2Py My felt that bringing him his 790 was equivalent to a 770 790 no137!






